New Plymouth Sportfishing &
Underwater Club
June 2022 Newsletter
NPSUC 2022 President’s report
The weather has started to close in and remind us that its now winter. It's been more than a few
days since most of us got a chance to get out for a days fishing.
It was great to see the Automotive Brake and Clutch Brass Monkey fish recently - albeit for one of
the two scheduled days. Well done to all those that partipcated in the the competition, and
particularly prize winners. A big thanks also to the team that makes the fishing competitions
happen through the year - especially the Fishing Committee (Hayden Markham, Mike Williams and
Robert Falconer) and our wonderful radio operators (Marion and Murray), plus weighmasters,
recorders and data entry team. The competitions are planned and prepared using volunteer
labour, and there is always more involved than meets the eye. A big thanks also to all entrants,
and last but not least - our amazing sponsors - our competitions simply wouldn't be as good as
they are without their ongoing support. It's also been pleasing to see the new software used for
the first time with all 4 Top Boat Competitions - this as well as our membership database (Sporty)
is making our back end administration and management easier and more accurate - meaning
competition prizegivings are able to start more regualry on time (for example).
Away from the fishing, Omicron (both health and economic aspects) are continuing to affect our
community, as is the conflict in the Ukraine amongst other things. Everything seems to be going
up in price, and as a club we have been absorbing these increased costs for as long as we can,
but unfortunately with the recent hike in alcohol excise tax, we now have to raise bar prices in July
by more than first thought. An example list of price rises in recent months is provided below. This
list is not exhaustive, and we seem to receive new increases almost daily. Most of the cost
increases shown below (including the alcohol increase) have been absorbed by the club since
January 2022, but now have to start passing these on. Examples of cost increases:
Bar Purchases 10%
Kitchen food costs 5%
Cleaning & Laundry 6%

Wages 6%
Electricity 1.50%
Insurance 1.50%

Line Cleaning 5%
Rubbish & waste 5%

LPG 6.50%
ACC 30%

From 1st July our bar prices will be increasing (on average) by 10%, and kitchen prices by 5%. The
committee is monitoring the situation monthly, and will be reviewing again in September. Fair to
say that as a club we'd love to keep the prices as they are, but for the longevity of the Club our
prices need to reflect the increased cost of providing food and drink.
Onto a brighter note, we have some winter activities planned - dates and information will be
advertised soon. Save the date: our Annual dinner and club prizegiving is booked for Saturday 3rd
September. We have the band and other details locked in. This year the theme is '80s disco which will no doubt be a fantastic evening. Tickets will come available over the next few weeks.
Lastly, a reminder that our bar is open each day from 3 pm, and kitchen from 5pm Thursday –
Sundays. The Kiwi Butcher Shop (Thursday) and Tui Wild Joker (Sunday) membership draws are all
well underway again. Our kitchen is doing a roast meal for $20 each Thursday and Sunday (first in
first served). As mentioned earlier, we will advertise some winter events for you to participate in –
including a Quiz night and food challenge/bake off. I look forward to seeing you at the club.

Ian Steele
0276 881 441

Club Captain Report
Gidday Team,
The winter weather has definitely let us know it is here, and anglers are chomping at
the bit to get out when the weather windows open. When the conditions are
favourable there are still opportunities to catch some good fish.

Automotive Brake and Clutch Brass Monkey Fishing Competition 2022
NPSUC hosted the Automotive Brake and Clutch Brass Monkey Fishing Competition
advertised for Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th of May.
We were able to fish the Saturday on an improving forecast but Sunday was not as
desirable and was subsequently cancelled.
The Automotive Brake and Clutch Brass Monkey was the last of our 4 comps that form
part of our Top Boat Series. It was also the last chance to catch the necessary species
for the boats to be in the running for the prestigious Top Boat Trophy. This is usually
and notably, again very strategic. If boats weren’t in line for the overall Top Boat they
were looking to improve their overall placing. A Summary of the main sections are as
follows:

A total of 238 fish weighed in through the weigh station on the Saturday.

Club Captain Report (Cont.)

Congratulations to Allen Clarke and the Crew of Addiction for winning the Automotive
Brake and Clutch Brass Monkey Top Boat and Top 10 Species for 2022.
At the Prize Giving we also acknowledge and give away prizes for the Heaviest Fish and
Heaviest Crayfish, combined over all 4 bottom competitions.
These were awarded too:
Crayfish Section:
1st Place 1.655 kg Brendon Iremonger (Reel Class) weighed in at the Tasman Marine
2nd Place 1.050 kg Sam Penberth (On the Rock) weighed in at the Kilwell Classic
Comp
3rd Place 1.010 kg Manu Hay-Vega (Nemesis) weighed in at the Brass Monkey
Heaviest Fish:
Memorial - Emily Steele (Moko) - 9.930 kg Snapper
Tasman Marine - Steve Watson (Matiki) - 10.135 kg Kingfish
Kilwell Classic - Ian Williams (Hardout) – 10.150 kg Kingfish
Brass Monkey - Andrew Howell (Oarsum Even) - 13.095kg Kingfish
Congratulations to Andrew Howell for pulling in the Heaviest fish at the Brass Monkey
but also collecting the Heaviest Fish overall 4 bottom fishing competitions.
A special thankyou to all the volunteers and Sponsors that have made these
competitions happen. It is greatly appreciated.

Club Captain Report
Fishing Catch Limits
A reminder If you haven’t done so already, it would be worth downloading the NZ
Fishing Rules app on your phone. This gives you a good understanding what you are
allowed to take home, especially around the combined daily bag limit.
Please note that these new limits commenced in May and the Ports Sign at the Boat
ramp has not yet been updated to reflect this.

There is still one competition still running for any (very) keen crew out there.
LUCKY MARLIN OF THE 2021/22 SEASON.

BTW Company Ltd have kindly sponsored a $2,000 Cash prize for a ‘Lucky Marlin’
tagged or weighed Marlin of the 2021/22 Season – drawn from all Marlin caught by
Club Members in the 2021/22 Season that meet competition Rules.
This includes a photo of the fish submitted to NPSUC to enter (either weighed on the
Gantry or their Tag photo).
For more information including a full list of rules, visit our website:
https://www.npsuc.co.nz/lucky-marlin.php
Finally, a reminder to keep sending the photos of your fishing experiences into
npsucmarketing@xtra.co.nz and you may see them on our screens in the Club and/or
you could even win a prize.
For more information on these competitions, keep an eye out on our Club Facebook
Page, your emails and The NPSUC Website.
We look forward to a great season ahead.
Have fun, plan safe.
Closing trip report;
Club Captain Hayden Markham

Diving Report
Saturday 11th June Keith Armstrong and myself attended the New Zealand Underwater Association (NZUA)
AGM (via zoom). The NZUA has 42 clubs affiliated to it, of which we are one.
A number of presentations were made, with one that I thought I would share was about ‘Kina Barrens’
(example from elsewhere in NZ). There is where a mass of Kina clean all the weed/kelp from an area. The
kina numbers then decline to a number that can sustain themselves on the reef. We were also told that
these kina were commercially unviable as there was little to no Row (eggs) present. The predominant hunter
of Kina is crayfish and large snapper. Research has shown that large snapper make up 1% of the snapper
population, and in parts of the country these are non-existent.

The potential for future ecosystem imbalance (not just kina or snapper) has potential to affect us as fishers
on the West Coast, it will be something for us to watch for into the future, and if needed amend our fishing
and diving practices to help the ecosystem. I will keep an eye our for any future scientific information
available to share.
NZUA has been impacted with Covid as have many organisations and this has led to some of the strategic
initiatives initially being significantly disrupted. More info about NZUA here on this link.
https://www.nzunderwater.org.nz/
It is my intention to seek assistance from the NZUA Underwater Sport section to help with future
spearfishing competitions, and to aim to have two competitions each season.
Lastly, the compressor storage banks have been sent down to Wanganui for testing.
Regards
David Gibson
Dive Delegate

NZSFC Delegate Report
Fisheries amendment Bill – submissions closed Friday 17th June. In the amendment bill, the Government
proposed various amendments to how fisheries are managed in NZ. Some of the proposed changes relate
to the commercial sector specifically including proposed cameras and tightening rules on landings and
discards, and also various proposed changes to how the overall fishery is managed. Fair to say that (for
different proposed rule changes individually) many Recreational, Commercial and Customary interests will
have provided feedback to amend the proposed changes.
NZSFC expended alot of effort to understand the proposed changes, and shared the information via social
media last week resulting in approximately 5,500 individual submissions from around the Country related to
recreational interests. Time will tell on the overall outcome, but as mentioned earlier it is expected that the
bill will undergo significant amendment based on expected feedback from all interests related to Fishing and
Fisheries Management in NZ.
An insight from a recreational perspective is summarised in the extract from the NZSFC President's report
below:
The Bill is a manifest of many amendments each with it’s own purpose. Of most concern is the proposal to
implement decision making rules for triggering adjustment to Total Allowable Catch (TAC), Total Allowable
Commercial Catch (TACC) and subsequently Recreational Allowances. At face value it might seem sensible to
suggest a quicker way for making decisions about fisheries, given that Crayfish, Tarakihi, Hapuku/Bass and most
significantly, Scallops had to nearly completely collapse before action was taken. The issue is that these proposed
decision-making rules are not defined in the draft act, they can be developed and signed into being after the act is
passed. The only decision-making rules that have been previously proposed are Catch Per Unit Effort (CPUE), and
Proportional allocation of recreational catch. Both approaches are fraught with issues that have a high risk of
disadvantaging recreational anglers. This part of the bill is a trojan horse for some “old chestnut” management
tools that we vehemently oppose. The second aspect is that the consultation requirements the minister must
currently go through to change entitlements will also change. Again, the detail is not completely clear in the
wording currently being used, there is a high risk that consultation for any TAC change will be minimized at best.
Further information from the Government related to the bill is available on the link below. We will keep you
posted on developments over the coming months.
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/fishing-aquaculture/commercial-fishing/fisheries-change-programme/fisheriesamendment-bill/
NZSFC Delegates
Ian Steele, Lee Drummond and Sauce (Pete Saunders)

Safety Corner
A couple of health and safety reminders and reports:
Safety in the Carpark
As reported in last months newsletter, there had been an increase in members of the public using the
Lee Breakwater Carpark for illegal and dangerous driving behaviour. We have kept in contact with the
Port and Police, and it seems that some of the fines that were issued by Police a month ago have had
the desired effect. If you are ever down at the Club and see anti-social driving behavior, please report
it to us immediately, or alternately if the behaviour is dangerous feel free to contact the Police directly.
Maritime VHF Radio Operators Certificate and Callsign
Do you have a callsign for your vessel? Well done if you do. If you don't and normally use your mobile
phone number when you log a Trip Report with Coastguard, then there is little information held by
Coastguard and the authorities about you and your vessel in the event that you need assistance.
A Callsign allows relevant details (Emergency Contact details, trailer information, boat size, colour,
engines, range etc) to be recorded by Authorities and means that you are giving you and your crew the
best chance of safe rescue if you have and use a Callsign.
To gain one, first you need to complete a VHF Radio Operators Certificate ($110 online course), and
can then register a callsign for $50. These are one off costs and don't have an annual fee.
Search online for relevant information from Coastguard Boating Education - Winter is a great time to
get it sorted.

Membership Draws
Information below regarding the membership draws
Thursday nights
Thanks to our wonderful sponsors that support the respective draws - please support
them.

The Kiwi Butcher Shop Membership Draw - drawn 6.30-7.00 pm Thursdays
The rules are simple - be a current member - be at the club when the draw is done to
be in to win. If you are drawn, you win. Next draw is $1350. Jackpot goes up by $50 per
week until struck.

Erin Smith Won
$900 on Sunday
Well Done

The Tui Wild Joker Draw - drawn 6.00-6.30 pm Sundays
Resets to $500 after Erin Smith Won $900 on Sunday - well done!
Current members need to register at the bar immediately prior to the weekly draw. You
need to be present if you name is drawn, and then get to chose a card from the
cabinet. You win whatever is on the back of the Card - find the Joker and win the
Money. Jackpot goes up by $50 per week until struck.

